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—an art whose high priestesses are sometimes held in high
public honor. She has been well paid and knows her
duty, and she has absolute license in the matter of meth-
ods. She is at liberty to dance before the Druse novitiate,
to flee from him, to caress him or leap on him like a tigress,
to wrestle with him, to bite, curse, insult him, or to
writhe appealingly at his feet. She may even make him
drunk with wine, if she can. And he, on his part, may
wrestle with her and throw her from him and repulse her
or insult her if he likes, but he is forbidden to bind her,
to strike her, or to do her bodily hurt. His duty is to pre-
serve himself against her wiles and her allures. If he
fails, he is without dishonor, and she is entitled to an ad-
ditional gift. In the morning, when he says: "I am not
suited to become an akil9" the akils reply with in-
dulgence: "It is no mean thing to be a lion among the
warriors."
But if he has withstood the temptation of the flesh, as
well as the temptation of hunger and the temptation of
thirst, he is presently made an akil among the akils9 and
only then are the "inner mysteries" revealed to him.
Of these inner mysteries, as I have said before, I know
absolutely nothing.
The reticence of the Druses about their mysteries does
not, however, include their curious doctrine of reincarna-
tion. They take great pride in it, discuss it freely, and
cite endless corroborative cases. The belief is not in-
digenous and is not shared by any other sect in Arabia.
The Druses undoubtedly got it from India, but have de-
veloped it into something quite different from the Indian
doctrine of the progress of the soul through rebirths until
it is finally "reabsorbed in the deity."

